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The Benedict Partnership News 

July 2018 

Welcome to the second edition 

of the Benedict Partnership 

Newsletter 

In This Edition 

 Clergy changes within the Partnership. 

 Welcome to Fr Paul Hopper C.S.Sp. 

 Challenges for the future. 

 Parishes and churches in the Benedict Partnership. 

 What is the Partnership Development Group (PDG)? 

 List of members of the PDG and a few words of introduction 

from some of them. 

 Reports from some of the sub-groups working on Partnership 

issues. 

 Opportunities within the partnership. 

A Message from Bishop Séamus 

Bishop Séamus shares his vision of 

how he perceives a partnership could 

be: 

‘A partnership is a group of parishes 

agreeing to work together, to share 

resources, both human and material, to 

become stronger and better equipped 

for furthering the Kingdom of God.’ 
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Competition Time! 
Two prizes on offer: 

a bottle of wine for the over 18s and 

a couple of cinema tickets for the under 18s 
In 50 words or less describe your hopes and fears for the 

future in the Benedict Partnership. 

Hand your article to a member of the PDG or send by email 

to: markchurchit@btinternet.com 

Benedict Partnership Clergy Changes 
Since the last Newsletter in April there have been a couple of 

changes in our clergy line-up. 

With some sadness St Joseph’s, Birtley said goodbye to Fr Tony 

Duffy. After serving the parish for over 30 years he is enjoying a 

well-earned retirement. 

And finally there is a new kid on the block: as from the weekend 

of June 30th - July 1st we welcomed Fr Paul Hopper C.S.Sp. as 

a priest for the Benedict Partnership residing at St Joseph’s 

Birtley

Fr Paul was born, baptised and ordained (1970) 

in Blackhill St Mary's. He is a Spiritan, a Holy 

Ghost Father, who spent 20 years in Nigeria, in 

the middle belt, in first evangelisation work. 

Then in 1995, convinced that the real Mission 

was now in the western world, he was 

appointed to Australia where he spent 22 years 

in parish and adult faith development ministry 

(part of which entailed the formation of basic Christian 

communities). 

A back operation in 2017 forced Fr Paul to return to the UK 

where he spent a year in aged-care Ministry - and now happy to 

be in Birtley as part of the Benedict Partnership. 
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What is happening in other Partnerships? 
A good resource is the website below which is the Partnership 

Sharing area of the diocesan website: 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/partnerships/ptnpsharing.php 

The site includes links to our partnership newsletter as well as 

those from other partnership areas. 

BENEDICT PARTNERSHIP 

VISION AND MISSION STATEMENT 

 

VISION 

The love of Jesus and the gospel are at the heart of our 

partnership. 

 

MISSION 

We come together as individuals and church communities to 

respond to the Lord’s call to be disciples. 

We will value and build on the histories and strengths of our 

individual church communities. 

We will build on a strong foundation of spirituality, prayer and 

celebration. 

We will be an open and welcoming community where there is a 

place for all. 

We will encourage everyone to fulfil their unique potential 

providing support, formation and training. 

We will go out together with Christ to all! 

This Vision and Mission Statement is our working document and 

your thoughts and comments would be most welcome. 

Email: markchurchit@btinternet.com 
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In case you missed the first edition of the Partnership Newsletter! 

The Benedict Partnership consists of the following parishes and 

churches within those parishes: 

Birtley St Joseph 

Chester-le-Street St Cuthbert 

Easington Lane St Mary (served from St Michael) 

Houghton-le-Spring St Michael 

Sacriston St Bede (served from St Cuthbert) 

Washington & Penshaw St John XXIII - the four churches of: 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 

St Bede 

St John Boste 

Current List of Priests and Deacons: 

Residing at St Joseph Fr Paul Hopper 

St Joseph Deacon Peter Lavery 

St Cuthbert & St Bede Fr Christopher Jackson 

St Michael & St Mary Fr William O’Gorman 

Deacon Richard McLaughlin 

Residing at St Mary Fr Paul Tully (Durham Hospital 

Chaplain) 

St John XXIII Fr Mark Millward 

Fr Jim O’Keefe 

Deacon Frank O’Neill 

Deacon Chas Ferguson 

Acolyte Tony Joy 

St Mary’s Easington Lane 
There is currently an ongoing consultation on the future of the 

building at St Mary’s Easington Lane. 

We ask that you keep the parishioners of St Mary’s and all 

parishioners in the Benedict Partnership in your prayers. 
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What is the Partnership Development Group (PDG)? 

The PDG is a group of people who have been invited to 

represent their parish, church, school or group within the 

Benedict Partnership. The group meet on a regular basis to 

plan for the future of the partnership, discuss ways in 

which the members of the partnership can work more 

closely and decide on actions that may need to be taken to 

enable us all to fulfil the mission of the church. 

It is intended that membership of the PDG will last for two 

years. 

Members of the Partnership Development Group 

Mick Davison, St Joseph - Chair 

Joan Formosa, St Bede (Washington) - Secretary 

Maria Ashburner (Our Lady Queen of Peace),  Hannah Bartlett 

(St Cuthbert),  Maria Byrne (Our Blessed Lady Immaculate),  

Andrew Cox (St John Boste),  Catherine Davison (St Leonard’s 

School),  Ros Elliott (St Cuthbert),  Rev Chas Ferguson,  

Mark Harris (St John Boste),  Fr Paul Hopper,  Ian Hunter 

(St Bede, Sacriston),  Fr Chris Jackson,  Tony Joy 

(St John Boste),  Anne Marie Lavelle (St Cuthbert),  Joe Lavelle 

(St Cuthbert),  Rev Peter Lavery,  Rev Richard McLaughlin,  

Fr Mark Millward,  Hannah Mitchell (Children’s Ministry),  

Barbara Reilly-O’Donnell (Primary Schools),  Chris O’Neill 

(Our Blessed Lady Immaculate),  Rev Frank O’Neill,  

Fr William O’Gorman,  Fr Jim O’Keefe,  Jim Taylor 

(St Robert of Newminster School),  Sophie Taylor (St Joseph),  

Lorraine Thompson (St Michael),  Emma Waldock 

(St Bede, Sacriston),  Ian Willis (St Cuthbert). 



Page 6 

 

Some Members of The PDG introduce themselves 
We asked members of the Partnership Development Group 

(PDG) to explain how they became involved with the Group and 

what were their hopes and fears for the Group and the Partnership 

as a whole, both now and in the future. 

From what they said it was clear that members of the Group came 

from a wide range of backgrounds and experience; for some it 

was the first time they had been involved in something like this. 

Many members, as they identified their hopes for the future, 

spoke of the opportunities the Partnership offered for us all to 

work together as the people of God. 

When talking of their fears, many spoke of their concerns that 

people would not feel part of Partnership, that it was something 

they weren't involved with. They were also aware of people's 

concerns and anxieties as we move into a changing future and of 

the need to be sensitive to individual communities and their part 

in the Partnership of Benedict.  

This is what they said ... 

Fr Mark Millward, Priest, St John XXIII 

and Dean of Benedict Partnership) 

I'm involved in the Partnership because I'm one 

of the priests in it and the Bishop appointed me 

as the Dean of the Partnership, so that's my role 

and why I'm involved. 

My hopes are that we'll be imaginative, that 

there'll be inspiration to do good quality things; I think from the 

meetings of the partnership development group we've been to 

recently that certainly looks to be the case, that our parish 

representatives are committed to creating things and to creating 

them well. 

My fears are that we will not communicate effectively to people, 

who often feel a bit outside of the process, or a lot outside of the 

process. How we interact and communicate with each other is 

vital to attain a vision and encourage each other to have the 
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courage to pursue it and let go of the way we have always done 

things. 

I also fear the negative response we may get when we start 

restructuring; the usual things; mass times, places, those types of 

things are what can cause people great distress. 

There are also great tensions in change when it means rethinking 

some of the things we do successfully. I really worry about saying 

to a community that's thriving and vibrant, that we're going to 

have to do something drastic with your Sunday mass time 

because of calls on our pastoral and sacramental care in other 

churches. This is why it's so important that we don't just decide 

what we do to accommodate the shortage of priests but that we 

also encourage lay leadership and involvement. 

We need to use our imaginations, allow ourselves to be inspired 

and be willing to let go of some of the things we have known. 

Someone recently said to me that the Holy Spirit doesn't make 

mistakes; the challenges we are facing are also opportunities for 

renewal! 

Chris O'Neill, Our Blessed Lady Immaculate Church, 

St John XXIII Parish, Washington 

I got involved in the partnership group quite 

accidentally when I came thinking it was a different 

type of meeting and I've been here ever since and I 

do enjoy being in amongst the group; I find it very 

interesting. 

My hopes for the group are that we can draw the 

partnership together into a really close-knit group and my fears 

are the opposite; that we'll end up, if we have to downsize 

because of priests and things, that there will be a bit of infighting 

because nobody wants their own church to close. Those are my 

biggest fears. 
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Hannah Bartlett, St Joseph's, Birtley 

As the youth representative for the Partnership 

Development Group (PDG), I think my hopes are 

that having a youth involvement in the Group will 

mean that we can try to encourage more young 

people in the Church to get involved both in their 

own parishes, in the wider Partnership and in the 

Diocese as a whole. 

I suppose my fear, like everyone else, is the big fear of change 

but that's something that's inevitable and is something that can 

actually lead to quite a lot of excitement as well as that fear. 

I was asked to be on the PDG by Mick Davison, our Chair, 

because I think he also saw the vision of having a young person 

or some young people in the Group, again to try and increase 

youth involvement. 

Joseph Lavelle, St Cuthbert's, Chester le Street 

Initially I got involved because Fr Chris had said on 

the Sunday morning: "I am not going to this 

meeting by myself and I would like some 

company." I was obviously interested anyway, or I 

wouldn't have come but I didn't know what to 

expect and when I heard what was being proposed 

and I had eventually met all the people who were there, I thought 

to myself at the initial meeting ; "This looks very promising". 

Then I decided to get involved not because I just went but 

because I need to be involved because it's OUR church, it's not 

just my church, it's ours, we are one church.  

I hope we can come together as a Partnership, in the future as one 

big church, under one banner. 

Maria Ashburner, Our Lady Queen of Peace 

Church Penshaw, St John XXIII Parish 

I became involved because the original parish 

priest asked me if I'd be the contact person for 

'Forward together in hope' and I thought it was just 
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a question of getting information, putting it up on the notice 

board and that was it. I didn't realise there was work involved, so 

it was quite a learning curve being involved with that but very 

interesting, but quite difficult as well trying to get all the 

information together and enthuse people. By doing that I saw the 

needs of where we had to go and what had to be done and it's a 

huge task. Being part of the Partnership, the same energy, the 

commitment and the enthusiasm, I know the task is huge but the 

people that you're working with encourage and inspire you. 

My hopes for the PDG and the Partnership are that the love of 

God that we all have can be radiated out into our community with 

faith and hope that the Church will always be like Jesus said. Just 

to get that message out that Jesus is still in the Church and that 

the Church will change but Jesus is still in there. It's still the place 

for everyone, it's the place to be for everyone. 

Maria Byrne, Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, St John XXIII 

Parish, Washington 

I was a bit puzzled when, a few months ago, I was 

asked to join the partnership development group. 

I'd never been part of something like this before 

nor thought of myself as the sort of person to be 

part of this type of group. But I made up my mind 

that I'd make the best of it and bring any skills and 

experience that I had to the group. 

Although the parish and partnership faces some significant 

challenges in the near future, I feel very optimistic and hopeful 

that the development group and the partnership as a whole, will 

offer us new ways of being church and opportunities for all of us 

to develop our discipleship and service to the Church and the 

wider community. 

One of my hopes is that the partnership will also enable new 

people to be involved in the life of the parish and partnership, as 

well as recognising the long term contributions that parishioners 

have made over the years. Though we face challenges, I really 

feel that God is together with us in these changes and that, if we 
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listen to the Holy Spirit, we have nothing to fear. 

The only concern I have, is that we might get bogged down, or 

focus solely on tinkering with structural changes, instead of 

exploring the spiritual and community opportunities the 

partnership can offer us.  

Ann-Marie Lavelle, St Cuthbert's, Chester le Street 

I'm part of the Benedict Partnership Development 

Group and I am very excited about the future. I feel 

that as a partnership we are very forward looking, 

we are open, honest, we have a great sense of 

humour and I can't wait to see where the Holy Spirit 

will take us as a group and as a partnership. 

I feel very hopeful, I don't really fear anything. I 

suppose my greatest concern about the partnership is that people 

will refuse to 'buy into it' but I think we are kind of getting things 

right and I'm excited about the journey we're going on together as 

a group and a partnership. 

Mick Davison, PDG Chair, St Joseph's, Birtley 

My involvement started when the parish priest asked 

me to be the lay representative for the Forward 

Together in Hope programme and it seemed a 

natural thing following on from that when I was 

asked to become the parish representative on the 

partnership development group. I was very surprised 

when I was asked to be the Chair of the Group. 

I think being part of the group is an important role, in terms of the 

time and effort being put into it and it's something I'm really 

excited about now as things are going forward; the real 

willingness to work together with the clergy and the laity together 

to really focus on our love of Christ and what we need to do, 

behind that, to make it a reality within the partnership. 

One of my fears is that we get pulled down into negativity within 

the Partnership about the issue of mass times because it is going 

to be difficult ... 
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My hopes are that we can take some of these difficulties and 

harness them; to turn them into something positive, by 

encouraging people to come together and be part of a bigger 

community instead of just focusing on changes such as mass 

times and needing to moving around. 

Sophie Taylor, St Joseph's Parish, Birtley 

I got involved in the Partnership Development 

Group through being a member of my Parish 

Council as the Youth Representative for the 

Parish. Then when Mick Davison was elected as 

Chair Of the PDG, we needed someone else to 

come and represent the Parish, so I'm now on the 

PDG as the parish representative. 

I wasn't in the Diocese for the whole 'Forward Together in Hope' 

process because I was at university, and when I moved home I 

was really interested in the partnerships and they seemed like a 

really exciting way of people getting more involved in church. 

I just hope that everyone feels empowered within our Partnership 

to use their skills and talents to help each other and really move 

forward together. 

I've seen already on the PDG how we can all help each other and 

we can empower each other to get involved and to see that we're 

all valued members of the community and I just hope that that 

reaches out too to members of our parishes as well. 

Ian Willis, St Michael's Parish, Houghton le Spring 

I got involved in the PDG as a consequence of 

leading the Forward Together in Hope programme 

in the parish, it was a natural follow-up. 

As a convert, rather than a 'cradle' Catholic, I've 

never been around in the days of the big Mass 

attendances, so the attendances we've got now are 

normal for me; I've never known those 'past days 

of glory'. People often shake their heads and moan 

and groan but I hate pessimism. 
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I think what we have now is actually a wonderful opportunity. 

There are tough times but they open up all sorts of areas of 

opportunity. I think it was Fr Mark who said: "God's behind this." 

And it's promoting opportunities for others. 

One of my fears is, that if a large amount of parishioners are 

apathetic, how we can try to connect them to this Partnership 

Development Group so that they can see that what we are doing 

has some purpose; it's not just some admin thing to overcome the 

reduction in priests, that it's about more than that. To try and get 

people to see that there are new opportunities, these are my 

hopes. 

Emma Waldock, St Bede's Parish, Sacriston 

I got involved in the Partnership Development 

Group as a parishioner of St Bede's and Chair of the 

Parish Council, to help to make sure St Bede's voice 

was heard. 

From what I've seen in how the Partnership 

Development Group has evolved over the last year, 

I'm extremely hopeful. I can see the way we've been 

working and moving forward. We're beginning to 

tackle the bigger more administrative issues but we can do that in 

a very safe and trusting environment. I've had a very positive 

experience with this group and that makes me hopeful. 

Representing my parish, I'm aware that there is some anxiety that 

the parish will get pushed to one side or that the partnership will 

feel too removed from a parish level; that people could be or feel 

cut off, not included; that decisions are being made that they're 

perhaps not aware of. 

I like the fact that we've made the Group as open as possible and 

communication is starting to trickle down and that people can 

come to the Group whether it's just to ask questions or find out 

what's going on. The Group's not just for a few people, it's open 

and welcoming. It's great to see everyone working together not 

just in groups of parishes. 
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Jim Taylor, St Robert's of Newminster School, Washington 

(and Member of St Joseph's Parish, Birtley) 

I'm Chaplain at St Robert's of Newminster School. I 

was asked to represent the school just for one 

meeting and then I was volunteered to continue in a 

different role. 

My hopes are that we can go together and move 

forward in a way that will encourage everyone to be 

part and involved with the Partnership. 

Lorraine Thompson, St Michaels Parish, Houghton le Spring 

I was asked to take part in the Partnership 

Development Group by our Deacon Richard 

because a lot of years ago I made a very good 

impression at a meeting I spoke at (that'll teach 

me!). I'm very grateful to be asked, it's an honour 

and a privilege because I feel it's an exciting time 

ahead and it's an opportunity for me to give 

something back for all that's been given to me over the years from 

the Church. I feel enthusiastic about the Partnership and my hope 

is that other people are enthusiastic too and come on board and 

help to drive us forward because we have to change. 

Fr Jim O'Keefe, Priest, St John XXIII, Washington and 

Penshaw 

I'm a member of the Development Group by default, 

as a Priest in the Partnership. 

My hope for the Development Group is that it 

gradually emerges as a group of people who know 

the Partnership well, know the communities that 

worship there. That we'll be people who have 

imagination and energy, who are willing to be open 

to new ideas but are also actually incredibly 

sensitive to the fact that not everybody will be able to move and 

change at the same pace, the same rate, as perhaps we are. 

That's going to demand from all of us, a fair bit of maturity. We 
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might find it frustrating because we want things to change 

quicker than they can. At the end of the day we have to really 

respect that people find change hard and that at the same time we 

are being called to change given the circumstances we are in. 

Secondly, I think and believe that the Development Group needs 

to emphasise the whole issue of Lay formation.  

I think 'Forward Together in Hope' was a good start in enabling 

people to begin to ask questions but now I think, right across the 

board, right across the Partnership, people need to begin to accept 

responsibility so that they can work together for the coming of 

the Kingdom, really. For people to begin to accept responsibility, 

become less passive, more proactive, more imaginative and more 

willing to follow the grace of God wherever it is the Lord is 

leading us. 

One of my fears is that, the Catholic Church in our country for 

years and years has over-depended on ordained priests and I think 

it is going to be hard for us to enable one another to change so 

that lay people accept responsibility and that we as priests are 

prepared to let things go. That would be one of my anxieties.  

Very practically, I'm also aware that we have a lot of property and 

in ten or fifteen year’s time we are not going to need it because 

there won't be that kind of number of people worshipping. So 

how are we going to use the property we've got? 

In the same way as we ask people to think about the Gospel; how 

do we use the property we've got for the Gospel? At the end of 

the day, how do we make a change in the world we live in, to 

enhance the quality of life of people around us, whether they're 

involved in worship or not. 
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Sub-groups within the PDG 

To facilitate the work of the PDG a number of sub-groups have 

been established. All sub-groups are made up of one or more 

members of the PDG and representatives from the churches and 

parishes in our partnership. 

PDG Mission and Vision Statement group 

Aim - to produce the PDG Mission and Vision Statement 

Pastoral Care group 
Aim - to establish pastoral teams within each church. 

We will encourage and support all the valuable work both seen 

and unseen that is already being undertaken in our churches. 

We will look to the future pastoral needs of our communities and 

identify the resources, training and formation needed to meet 

these needs. 

Communication group 
Aim - to improve communication within the Partnership, 

including production of a quarterly Partnership Newsletter and 

provide recommendations on future developments 

Young People group 

Aim - to help the young people in our parish communities 

experience a personal faith in Jesus and to provide opportunities 

for formation in how to live their lives to the full. 

Prayer and Spirituality group 
Aim - to develop prayer and spirituality in our parishes to 

encourage people to get involved 

Liturgy and Celebration group 
Aim - to encourage, co-ordinate and facilitate Liturgical and 

Celebration events within the partnership. 

Discipleship and Evangelisation group 
Aim - to build up communities of disciples in order to reach out 

to others as commanded in Matt 28:18 

Social Justice and Environment group 
Aim - to raise awareness within the Partnership about the poor 
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and marginalised and to encourage people to work towards 

equality and justice for all, to seek to raise awareness of 

environmental issues and the responsibilities of the Partnership in 

exercising proper stewardship of God’s creation. 

Finance, Property, HR and Admin group 
Aim - to develop Partnership-wide arrangements for the effective 

use of resources in supporting the delivery of the Partnership's 

Vision and Mission. 

Social, Fund-raising and Fellowship group 
Aim - to offer opportunities to gather as faith communities in a 

social capacity. 

 

Sub-Group Reports 
 

Communications 

Our small team have been working on the production of this July 

Newsletter and future issues - what do people want to read? How 

can we communicate the opportunities, the challenges, the joys 

and celebrations of the Partnership? 

We are also working on the “Celebrating Partnership” road-show 

with the intention of visiting each church in the partnership with a 

team of people to inform, celebrate, allay fears and answer 

parishioners’ questions about the future of the partnership. 

Currently we are just six people from four churches meeting 

monthly but would like, and need, people to join us from other 

churches/parishes in the partnership 

Pastoral Care 

“Rejoice with others when they rejoice, and be sad with those in 

sorrow. Give the same consideration to all others alike.” 

Rom. 12:15-16 

The sub group has met twice since our last PDG meeting. 

In May we looked at our role and recognised that it was not our 
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remit to impose ideas or change the good work being carried out 

in all our church communities, but rather to audit, collate, support 

and share good practice while supporting our priests at all times. 

It is important for the group to be representative of the 

Partnership and we need to encourage each church to invite 

someone to join our group. The sub group will meet bi-monthly, 

rotating around the Partnership churches. 

At the June meeting we welcomed four new members to the 

group and looked at the pastoral work being carried out in our 

communities. We identified a wide variety of work undertaken 

through the different ministries supplementing the daily work of 

our priests.  A great amount is also being done in the background 

often unknown and unseen. 

We asked the question “What pastoral care should an active 

church be offering?”  

Non-church attendees still need pastoral care. There are many 

who feel hurt or excluded from church. We need to be brave and 

imaginative to reach out and welcome all. 

It is necessary to provide ongoing support and training for lay 

ministers and mentorship where good practice is shared. The 

Ministry of Consolation course (see next page) is a good starting 

point. 

Please consider helping us in this work and joining our group. 

Our next meeting is 5th September 7pm St Michael’s. 
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Do you have something for the next edition? 

You are invited to submit comments, suggestions, ideas, fears, 

hopes and anything else for inclusion in the next edition of the 

Partnership Newsletter - due out in October. 

Hand your article to a member of the PDG or send by email to: 

markchurchit@btinternet.com 

Opportunities with the Partnership 

Ministry of Consolation Training 

Starting in September 

The diocese have developed a training course for those involved 

in pastoral care. It will consist of 10 group sessions over 20 

weeks - core skills for people involved in a range of pastoral 

areas with particular emphasis on the bereaved and dying. 

The course is due to begin in the week beginning 20th September 

and if you are interested in this training then please leave your 

contact details on Fr Mark’s answer machine: 0191 416 3583. 

Day of Reflection for Eucharistic Ministers 

This day will be led by Jo Boyce (https://www.cjmmusic.com) 

held at St Robert’s school on 29th September. Bring a packed 

lunch, hot and cold drinks provided. 

Music Ministry 

Also led by Jo Boyce and held over a Friday evening 16th and 

Saturday 17th November at the Diocesan Youth Village. This is 

for those who are involved or who would like to be involved in 

the music ministry for our Partnership. A special invite to young 

people who would like to share their musical gifts. 

Booking Essential! - mdavison.1953@gmail.com 
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Future Challenges for the Partnership 

We are currently 9 churches where Sunday Mass is celebrated 

every week with 5 priests to preside at those Masses - 5 Vigil and 

9 Sunday Masses. 

With the number of active clergy in the diocese falling year-on-

year, how will we manage in the future with fewer priests in our 

Benedict partnership? 

Now is the time to plan - rather than wait until something forces 

us to act hastily. 

This is just one challenging topic which has generated deep and 

on-going discussion and discernment within the PDG. 

Church  

Masses  

Sat 
Sun 

AM 

Sun 

PM 

Mass 

Attendance 

St Joseph 1 1 0 303 

St Cuthbert 1 1 0 304 

St Mary (served from St Michael) 1 0 0 52 

St Michael 1 1 0 251 

St Bede (served from St Cuthbert) 0 1 0 106 

Our Lady Queen of Peace 0 1 0 

959 
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate 0 1 1 

St Bede (Washington) 1 1 0 

St John Boste 0 1 0 

Totals 5 8 1 1975 

Figures from The Northern Catholic Calendar 2018 and relate to 2016 
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A Prayer for Partnerships 

Risen Christ, 

from your abundant grace, 

pour out afresh your Holy Spirit upon our Diocese. 

As we build on the deep foundations of faith 

laid by the countless saints of these Northern lands, 

by Aidan and Cuthbert, Hilda and Bede, 

may our Partnership of Benedict continue the mission 

of building your Kingdom on the earth: 

to give living witness to your love, 

and to your compassion and hope for our world. 

We pray in trustful confidence 

that your power working in us 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Through the same Christ our Lord  

Amen 

Adapted from the diocesan website: 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/partnerships/ptnphome.php 

Which is your image of the road ahead for our partnership? 

Let us know why 

and what your hopes and fears are for the future. 

Hand your comments to a member of the PDG 

or send by email to: markchurchit@btinternet.com 


